Yogyakarta, April 22, 2019

Dr. Dewi Muliaty (Prodia Clinical Laboratory, Indonesia)
Editor-in-Chief
Indonesian Biomedical Journal

Dear Dr. Dewi Muliaty,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Herewith, I submit an original research article with title “Identification of differently expressed circulating miRNA in a comparison between young and old groups in Indonesia population: the study of c-miRNA as a biomarker of aging” for consideration of publication in the Indonesian Biomedical Journal. This manuscript was written by Ana Lucia Ekowati, Zacharias Aloysius Dwi Pramono, Daniel Ardian Soeselo, Arief Budiyanto, Indwiani Astuti, and Sofia Mubarika.  The manuscript has not been published and it is not currently under consideration for any publication elsewhere.
In this paper, in order to obtain data with minimal bias, we used a progressive approach that included the use of samples from old and young subjects from the same families, as well as applying very stringent criteria in subject recruitment. Such an approach has not been used in previous studies in the same field.  This study successfully uncovered few miRNAs, including hsa-miR-376c-3p that has so far not much studied for its role in physiologic ageing process. 
With such a new finding and a novel approach in our study, we believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication in the Indonesian Biomedical Journal. Specifically, this paper will provide a valid reference or citation to the future studies on miRNA in ageing. Secondly but not less importantly it will also contribute to the development of Indonesian society of scientific researchers pursuing the fundamental and molecular aspects of basic medical sciences and to the advancement of medicine. 

We have no conflicts of interest to disclose. 

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Prof dr. Sofia Mubarika, M.MedSc. PhD.
Department of Histology and Molecullar Biology 
Faculty of  Medicine, Public Health and Nursing Universitas Gadjah Mada, 
Jl. Farmako Sekip Utara, Yogyakarta 55281, Indonesia
Email : sofia.mubarika@gmail.com


